
 

 

 

Prepare for a Great Christmas 
 

The people who walk in darkness will see a great light ï  

a light that will shine on all who live in the land where 

death casts its shadow.     

ï Isaiah 9:2 

 

I told Sarah recently that I needed to do things differently 

this year.  Over the past couple of years Christmas had 

seemed to me to be a short breather between times of 

great busy-ness.  It had become little more than a holiday 

speed bump. 

 

I long for the days when the anticipation of Christmas 

Eve and Christmas Day were almost palpable.  So, this 

year Iôm going to do things differently.  Iôm going to fo-

cus more on Advent ï the time of preparation.  The Isaiah 

verse above reminds us that this world can cast a shadow 

of death on our lives if we get too caught up in it.  When 

we spend too much time grinding at work to the neglect 

of our families, the shadow of death looms over us.  

When we expend too much energy embracing the secular 

notions of Christmas, the shadow of death can block the 

light.  What is going on in your life that is blocking the 

Light that is in-breaking your darkness? 

 

Our hope is not in this world, itôs in the Light that shines 

on all who live in it.  Maybe you need to do Christmas a 

little differently this year.  A time of preparation is key to 

being able to fully embrace an event of great significance. 

 

The Lord says, ñShout and rejoice, O Jerusalem, for I am 

coming to live among you.ò  (Zecharaiah 2:10)  Surely 

you will agree that is an event of utmost significance!  So 

beginning with the 1st Sunday of Advent (Nov 29), I hope 

you will join me in making this Christmas a most joyous 

one by preparing your family and your life for the Christ. 

 

Anticipating His coming, 

Pastor Ross 

Our tradition of Breakfast with 

Santa continues again this year on 

Saturday, December 5th courtesy of 

the Menôs Group. Breakfast will be 

served at 8:30 am and will feature 

the adorable and yummy Santa-

face pancakes, sausage, fruit, juice 

and coffee.  Families will then par-

ticipate in five activities designed 

to help us all get into the Christmas 

spirit during this advent season.   

Activities sponsored by the nurture 

and missions committees include 

an interactive nativity story, Christ-

mas Bingo, decorating goodie bags 

for families in need, a photo frame 

craft, and of course pictures with 

Santa.   

Volunteers, especially those with-

out young children, are needed to 

facilitate the activities.  Please con-

tact Tonya Weitzel 

(tonya@allkindsa.com) if you 

would like to volunteer.  See you 

Saturday, December 5th and donôt 

forget your camera. 
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ñPeople donôt plan to fail, they fail to planò ~Anonymous 

Normal isé 
Normal is having two kids in college while my husbandôs employer informed us ñThe 
only work available is across the continent for at least three monthsò; which morphed 
into 13 months of separation from church and family. And our not being free to say ñno 
thanksò -because we hadnôt planned for this. 
 

Normal is carrying unsecured debt from month to month and imagining we were get-
ting ahead by rolling it into an equity line of credit, with the intention of paying it off 
when the economy turns around or our salary increases, a bonus arrives etc. 
 

Normal is pulling out the plastic each time an unforeseen emergency arises (Murphy's 
Law) causing an ongoing dependence with the credit card industry. Is this truly ñin God 
we trust?ò 
 
 

Tom and I are tired of the stress of being normal and weôve started the change ñfrom 
normal to weirdò through Financial Peace University (FPU).  A new FPU Class will be-
gin January 20 for all who are sick and tired of waiting for ñthe economy to turn around,ò 
etc. and want to better manage our God-given resources today.  
 

ñNo discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest 

of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.ò Hebrews 12:11NIV 
 

When was your last money quarrel? When was the last time you paid a bill late? Do 
you have a car loan, student loan or credit card? In Financial Peace University, you will 
learn how to communicate with your spouse about money, put together a spending plan 
that works, and completely eliminate debt. While completing the class, the average 
family pays off $5,300 in debt and saves $2,700 within 13 weeks. (Tom & I have done 
better than this.) Financial Peace University is much more than just a money class. 
Come see a free preview on Wednesday, January 6th at 6:45 p.m. here at Sunrise. 
 

A person in our current class who is also a member of Sunrise had the pleasure of 
speaking on air with Dave Ramsey to do the ñIôM DEBT FREE!ò yell. How exciting is 
that?! Would you like to be the next one from Sunrise to do so?   
 

Classes begin Wednesday, January 20, 2010 from 6:45-8:45p.m. Childcare is available 
upon request. 
 

Come see me for a discounted rate, or to just ask for more information. 
 
Kathy Gahagen 
919-303-3720 
kgahagen@mysunrise.org 
 

Hope to see you all at the preview! 



Hi All M&Môs! 
 

Plans for our 6:00 pm Friday, Dec. 4th Christmas Party at Sunset Lake Clubhouse are firmed up.   We are excited about 

this and hope many of you can attend.  It will be a wonderful way to start this most joyous Season together.  Hereôs the 

scoop on the detailsé.. 
 

FOOD:  Beverages and table settings are being taken care of by Martha and Josie.  If you would please volunteer to bring 

some food in one of the categories below and email Josie to let her know you are coming and what you are bringing.  That 

would be a big help so we have a good balance of different types of food.  Josieôs email address is at end of this email.  We 

are figuring on about 30 people attending. 

  

-Meat / Main Dishes   

         *Chicken tenders ï Vinnie 

         * Sausage Balls ï Martha 

         * Otheréé.. 

-Side Dishes: 

-Salads: 

-Desserts: 
 

DIRECTIONS to Sunset Lake Clubhouse:  Going out of Sunrise church, turn right and go .7 miles and turn right  onto a 

side road and then an immediate left to go into clubhouse driveway.   Clubhouse is not visible from Sunset Lake Road so 

there will be a sign with balloons attached where you are suppose to turn.  There is parking for 6 cars around the drive-

way.  If they are taken, park on the side road. 
 

Any questions, please feel free to contact Martha Williamson or Josie DeBenedetto.   

Martha:  mrt9williams@aol.com   552-7103 

Josie:       jozied@bellsouth.net     363-1967  

 

PROJECT CHRISTMAS BLESSING :  Please bring items for the gift bags we are filling to be given to the residents of 

the Dorothy Allen Nixon Manor Home in Holly Springs.  We are preparing bags for 11 females and 7 males. 

Suggestions: old-fashioned hard candy; small packets facial tissue; hand sanitizer; tea bags, coffee, or cocoa packets;    

individual size cans of vegetables or fruit; postage stamps; note cards. 

 ñWHITE ELEPHANTò GIFT EXCHANGE:   

Please bring an approximately $10 value joke gift or 

funny gift (wrapped) to exchange in a unique way, 

which Martha will explain that night.  This can be a 

gag gift you got yourself that is tucked away in a 

drawer somewhere in your house ï good chance to 

get rid of it.  This exchange is meant to be fun ï not 

a serious type gift.  

   
 

         UPDATE: We donated over 75 shoeboxes to 2009  Operation Christmas Child! 

Sunrise UMC responded with itsõ usual generosity to the request from the Samaritanõs Purse organization for 

shoeboxes full of gifts and supplies for children all over the world!  Many thanks to all families who shopped for 

and packed the shoeboxes which were delivered to the Operation Christmas Child collection site. These boxes 

will be sent to Boone, N.C., and then distributed to countries, unknown at this time.  Anyone who included a letter 

with an address may hear from their child, and if you do, please share with the Missions Committee.  Operation 

Christmas Child also depends on what they call the òmost important componentó of the program ð prayer .   So, 

during this holiday season, please say a prayer for the children receiving the     wonderful shoebox gifts and the 

message of Christõs love. 
   

      Merry Christmas to everyone and thank you one and all!!  
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CONCERT BAND 
The Concert Band will be playing  for both morning worship services 

Sunday, December 20.       

  Players of all ages  

with at least one year of playing experience are invited to join. 

Rehearsal Schedule 

Thursday, December 17, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 19, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

The Childrenôs Choir and the Jr. Youth Choir will present                                   

The Very Important Christmas Pageant by Dennis Hartin  

Wednesday,  

December 16, at 7:00 p.m.                                                             
Please join us and hear the story of the birth of Christ  

told with humor, mystery and awe!  

Rise Up! A New Light A-Cominô,  

a Christmas Cantata by Lloyd  Larson  

will be presented on Sunday, December 13,  

at 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   

Sending the light of Christmas into the world 

is the inspiration and message of this stirring telling 

 of the gospel story.  

Please join us for this special worship celebration. 

Christmas Cantata 

The Very  Important       

Christmas Pageant! 

Special Music 

On Sunday, November 29, 
we welcome the Sunrise Guitar 

class as they play for both 

morning worship services.                                                               


