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Growing Up in the Church 
 

     For the past few months I have been sharing stories with you of adult volunteers 
from my youth that shaped my walk with Christ. Iôm going to share one final story 
with you this month and ask for your support in the many ministries for Children and 
Youth at Sunrise.   
     When I was 13, I was elected to the North Carolina Conference Youth Commit-
tee.  My election to a conference position automatically put me on the District 
Council as well. It was there that I came to know the District Coordinator, Tom. He 
was and still is a lay person, not on staff at any church, giving generously his time 
to disciple the youth of the Burlington District. In the following 5 years that I served 
on the Burlington District Youth Council, Tom demonstrated to me what it meant to 
have passion for Jesus Christ and a willingness to serve the Lord. Joy was at the 
center of everything he did; joy for the presence of the youth, joy for sharing Godôs 
love and joy in giving us the chance to be ministers.  
     Tom filled me with joy and then gave me the space and desire to share that joy. 
I still talk with Tom and he still fills me with joy every time I see him, I consider this a 
true blessing in my life. Each of us are called to be a blessing in the lives our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ, especially with our youngest siblings. Sunrise Church 
needs your blessing and joy in this new year.   
     Listed below are the ministries of our church that need Small Group leaders in 
the upcoming year. Please pray about where God is calling you to serve and let me 
know when you think you might know where He has called you. I will be praying 
with you, so donôt be surprised when you get a call or email!   

Your Sister in Christ,  
Audrey 

 
Ministries with Children and Youth  

 
3rd thru 5 th Grade ï Sunday afternoons  

¶ January 10th thru February 14th ï Three Simple Rules for Following Jesus:  
     A 6 week study for Children 

¶ February 21st thru March 28th ï Lenten Prayer Study: Teaching Children differ-
ent ways to Pray 

 
9th thru 12 th Grade ï  Wednesday evenings  

¶ January 7th thru  May 27th ï Bible Study on Current Issues and Relevant Topics  
 
6th thru 8 th Grade ï Sunday evenings (not every week)  

¶ January 3rd  thru May 23rd ï  Help facilitate small group discussion and teaching 
during Youth Group 

 
9th thru 12 th Grade ï Sunday evenings (not every week)  

¶ January 3rd  thru May 23rd ï  Help facilitate small group discussion and teaching 
during Youth Group 
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YOUTH PARENTõS 
MEETING!  

Sunday, January 3rd, 
7:00-7:30pm ð  

Important informa-
tion about youth     

activities, missions 
and retreats for the 
2010 year will be 

shared and sign-ups 
available.   



 
Holy Conversation 

 
You are invited to participate in a time of holy 
conversation about the Sunrise Cafeteria at the 
NC State Fair.  This has been a significant min-
istry at Sunrise for about 10 years.  All ministries 
of the church should be evaluated from time to 
time as to their effectiveness and how they fit 
into what the church is trying to accomplish for 
the Kingdom of God.  The time has come for us 
to do just that for the Cafeteria ministry. 
 
We will take time to listen to one another follow-
ing the Fellowship Covered Dish Dinner on 
January 17, 2010.  Bring a dish and enjoy din-
ner, then stay for this time of sharing. 
 
This will be a time for us to listen to one another 
and try to understand everyoneôs views.  It is not 
intended to be a time for any group or person to 
lobby for or against the café.  It is intended to be 
a conversation based in theological understand-
ing of what we are trying to accomplish through 
the café. 
 
The information gained from this discussion will 
be used by the Administrative Council in deter-
mining the shape of the café in the future.  For 
clarification, the Fair Committee is charged with 
successfully planning and running the café each 
year (and has been doing a great job); the Ad-
ministrative Council is the body charged with 
ultimate evaluation of all ministry in the church 
and with discerning how any particular activity 
fits into the overall ministry of Sunrise church as 
we seek to advance the Kingdom of God. 
 
I have asked a colleague, the Reverend Dennis 
Peay, to come and lead our discussion as an 
impartial person. 
 
I ask you to begin to pray about this upcoming 
time of holy conversation, asking that the Lord 
would be present 
among us and lead us 
in the direction He 
would have us to go. 
 
A fellow servant of the 
King, 
 
Pastor Ross 

Sunrise UMC Preschool Director Job Position 
 

Sunrise UMC Preschool has an opening for the Director position 

for the 2010-2011 school year.  The preschool follows Wake 

County Public school traditional schedule. 
 

The Preschool Board Committee is accepting resumes through 

the end of January 2010. 
 

The Interview Committee will schedule the interviews in Febru-

ary with the Preschool Board Members. 
 

Please direct any questions about the job description to the cur-

rent director, Dawn Russell. Send all resumes to the attention of 

Dawn Russell at drussell@mysunrise.org or call 303-3720. 
 

Thank you,  

The SUMC Preschool Board Chairperson,  

Tammy Lack 

 ~  ~  ~ 

 

Preschool Open House for Fall 2010 
 

Wednesday, January 27th, 2010 

10:00 ï 11:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, February 2nd, 2010 

10:00 ï 11:00 a.m. 
 

Monday, February 8, 2010 

10:00 ï 11: 00 a.m. 

 

Preschool Fall 2010 Registration Schedule 
 

Church Members : 

Wednesday, February 3rd, 2010 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Community: 

Wednesday, February 10th, 2010 

Registration will be lottery style and begin at 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Those coming for Community Registration are asked to stay until 

the lottery is processed and all the spaces are filled. 
 

Once all spaces are filled, the lottery will continue to create a 

waiting list. 
 

Registration Fee: 

The registration fee for each child is $150.00. This fee is due 

when your child is placed in a class. 

 

Hours and Classes:  
 

9:00 am - 12:30 pm 
2ôs ïTuesday/ Thursday  

3's - Tuesday / Thursday  

3ôs -Monday / Wednesday/ Friday  

4ôs- Tuesday/ Thursday  

4ôs - Monday / Wednesday / Friday                                                                                                                                                                                

4's - Monday - Friday  

 

Monthly Fees:  
2-day - $170 

3-day - $200                                                                                                                                                                                                         

5-day - $290 

 

Registration Fee: $150 

mailto:drussell@mysunrise.org


 
Greetings Sunrisers, 
 
On behalf of the Building Committee, Happy New Year!   We hope all of you 
had a good Christmas and were able to spend time with friends and family.  
This letter is an update from your Building Committee.   
 

We have met several times since our presentation to the church in October.  We received some good feed-
back from that meeting and as a committee we have pursued discussions with the various committees of the 
church.  Representatives from the Building Committee met with the Missions Committee, Nurture Committee, 
Music/Worship Committee, Evangelism Committee, Staff, and Preschool.  We gathered information on how 
our goals and programs could benefit from expansion.   
 

At our November meeting we set the ground work for communicating our progress to the church as a whole.  
We have plans to place a progress board up in the Narthex that will be updated monthly.  Hopefully that pro-
gress board will be up before you receive this newsletter.  We also have plans to provide updates on the web-
site as well.   
 

It was also decided at our November meeting to move forward with the road widening and parking expansion.  
These require meetings, plan submittals, and more meetings with the Town of Holly Springs.  The road wid-
ening is a requirement of the Town and must be completed when we perform any expansion to our facilities.  
The parking expansion, as you know, is much needed.  Not only has the Town indicated safety concerns by 
our parking across the street, but if youôve tried to find a parking space between Sunday school and 11:00 
service you know how challenging it can be.   
 

In December we met and discussed the response to our initial meeting with the Town about the widening and 
parking.  Randy Miller and Pastor Ross met with Town Staff to discuss our intentions and we discovered the 
path we must follow to actually move forward on the widening and parking.  As a committee we decided to 
begin moving along that path with hopes of approval and construction of widening and parking beginning in 
April 2010.   
 

Of course while that process is unfolding, the committee will begin discussions with a couple of architects to 
determine what our expansion might look like.  All of the feedback we received from the various committees, 
as well as the feedback we continue to receive from you, will be used to generate an expansion plan.  At this 
point it looks like the next expansion will include Sunday school, music, and office space.  Should our next 
capital campaign prove extraordinarily successful, then we can revisit the idea of a sanctuary.  As of now, the 
financially prudent project seems to be education, music and office space.  Our church treasurer, Ken Leen-
stra, is talking with various banks in the area about what projected loans for any expansion might be.  As you 
can tell there are a lot of issues before the committee and as a group we are trying to cover each item as 
thoroughly as possible so we are not surprised later on in the process.  In summary, the current items before 
the committee are: 

 

Ross has done a good job of reminding us before each meeting that we should be mindful of seeking Godôs 
will rather than solely relying on our own intention and purpose.  To help us with this, the committee asks for 
your prayers as we pursue Godôs will on these items.  These are exciting times as we look to expand the 
Kingdomôs footprint here in Holly Springs.  We appreciate and relish your support.  If you have any questions 
or would like to provide input to the Building Committee, please get in touch with one of the members.  They 
are Donald Pearson, Pastor Ross Carter, Randy Miller, Bruce Barkley, Don Jarvis, Barbara Pearson, Kathy 
Gahagen, James Bingham, Ken Leenstra and Tommy Allen. 
 

Thanks,  
Donald Pearson 

  - provide a progress board in Narthex; 
  - gathering feedback from various church committees and church family; 
  - pursuing Town approval for widening of Sunset Lake Road along front of the Church property; 
  - pursuing Town approval for parking expansion (approximately 70 - 80 more spaces) ; 
  - pursuing discussions with architects  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

January Youth News 
 

Sun. January 3, 5:00 -7:00 
Regular Youth Meeting 

 

Sun. January 3, 7:00 -7:30 
PARENTôS MEETING 

 

Tues. January 5, 5:00 -6:30 
Rescheduled Youth Outing - Chic-Fil-A 

Cary Towne Center 
Fundraiser for Stop Hunger Now  

Drivers Needed! 
 

Sat. January 9, 6:00pm -12:00am 
Winter Jam 2010 - Fayetteville, NC 
Female Driver/Chaperone needed!  

 

Sun. January 10, 4:30 -7:30  
Raleigh District Missions Fair 

Pack food for Stop Hunger Now 
White Plains UMC, Cary 

 

Sun. January 17, 5:00 -7:00 
Fellowship Dinner - No Youth 

 

Sun. January 24, 5:00 -7:00 
Regular Youth Meeting 

 

Sun. January 31, 5:00 -7:00 
Regular Youth Meeting    

 
 

Youth Bible Studies Begin  
Wednesday, January 13th   

Middle School 7:00-8:00 (Pod Rm #2) 
High School 7:00-8:00 (Pod Rm #3) 

NEED TEACHERS!  
MS Female Teacher Assistant 

HS Teacher and Assistant  
 
 
 
 

COMINõ UP IN FEBRUARY 
 

Youth Super Bowl Parties:  
February 7th  

Middle School 6:30-Halftime 
High School 6:30-11:00 

Need Host Homes  
 

30 Hour Famine and Lock -In 
February 26 -27th  

Register by February 12 
 

For more Information or Questions:  
Audrey Wilder  

AWilder@mysunrise.org  
(919) 303-3720 

 

Mark your calendars foré 
 

Vacation Bible School 2010 

Godõs Good Green Earth 
 

Evenings:  

Monday, June 14th 

thru 

Friday, June 18th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open to children  

4 years old (by 12/31/09)  

Thru 5th Grade 

Questions? 
Audrey Wilder  
(919) 303-3720 

Rudinoõs VIP CLUB 
 

The youth group has signed up with  Rudinoôs of Holly 
Springs VIPôs Club.   We will now receive points for every dol-
lar we spend towards free merchandise and specials.  We will 
also receive coupons and special offers throughout the year, 
offered only to VIP members.  The next time youôre in 
Rudinoôs mention youôre from Sunrise UMC as you place your 
order, give our phone number (919)303-3720 and we will earn 
points towards specials.  With as much pizza as the youth eat, 
we could really use the extra points!!  Rudinoôs provides the 
church with free pizza for each blood drive we have, this is 
our way of continuing to develop that relationship.   
 
In Christ, 
Audrey Wilder 





Special dates  
 

¶ New Yearôs Day, January 1 

¶ Trustees- January 4 @ 7:30pm 

¶ Praise Band Resumes- January 5 @ 7:30pm 

¶ Epiphany, January 6 

¶ FPU Preview- January 6 @ 6:45pm 

¶ Adult Choir Resumesï January 7 @ 7:00pm 

¶ Baptism of the Lord, January 10 

¶ Youth Age Music Groups Resume Practice- January 10 (see times above) 

¶ FPU Preview- January 10 @ 2:00pm 

¶ Raleigh Dist. Mission Fair (Stop Hunger Now)- January 10 

¶ Evangelism Committee- January 11 @ 7:00pm 

¶ Administrative Council - January 12 @ 7:30pm 

¶ Womenôs Group BreakfastðJanuary 16 @ 8:30am 

¶ FPU Classes beginï January 17 @2:00pm 

¶ Fellowship DinnerðJanuary 17 @ 5:30pm 

¶ CS Pack 356 Pinewood Derby Time TrialsðJanuary 22 @ 5:00pm 

¶ CS Pack 356 Pinewood Derby EventðJanuary 23 @8:00am 

Thank you to all children, youth and adults who helped with,  and 

participated in, the special music events during advent.     We are 

blessed at Sunrise to have so many talented musicians. Thank you 

for leading us in praising God through music during this special 

time of year.                      ~Kim White 

You Are Invited!  

 

As we begin the new year, we invite you to join us in the  

Sunrise Music Ministry. We have a place for YOU!  

Listed below are the weekly rehearsal times for each group. 

 

�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���&�K�R�L�U��~ Sunday, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

Jr. Youth Choir ~ Sunday, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

Youth Praise Band ~ Sunday, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

Praise Band ~ Tuesday,  7:30 p.m. 

Adult Choir ~ Thursday, 7:00 p.m. 

Hispanic Praise Band ~ Saturday, 5:30 p.m. 

�0�H�Q�¶�V���&�K�R�U�X�V��~ TBA 

Concert Band ~ TBA 


