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Music & Arts

me an important lesson about the Christmas season, and
about life in general: | t 6s okay to put

In a gentle, loving Spiritvoice, God has said to my \ r
heart, 6 Laur a, Christmas will ¢ NO.S! { get ev
@

rything checked off your list or not, you know. It is My
birthday, after all, and being with Me is what is im-
portant. When | came in human form 2,000 years ago, /
camein the midst of the mess, to be part of it | did not
wait for humans to clean up their act and build me a pal-

ace. [ came to two tired, ordinary people, in a dirty sta- Christmas Season Offerings

ble, away from their family. [ love it when you enjoy cele- from the Music and Arts |
brating My coming with parties and gifts and loving acts!

But do remember that the job of Savior of the World is Dec 4h

taken. You can relax and let Me be God, you know. Not Handbell Choir will ring in both morning worship services.
just at Chri st mas, but alChiyledarre n/dcsn cChoi Vowi blhnt @le 1t h

arms downdé and rest I n Me. Y o sisted Living/Centet in theraftetneon.a s y o v ¢
ebrate My presence will do far more to draw people to me

than your teethgritting determination to make every- Dec. #h

thing perfect. Put your arms down, dear, and just look at Adult Choir will take their Cantata to

t he Baob, yny tends, | offer this little story as an Carillon Assisted Living Center.

Advent gift.

May this oparable of the tired [ itt/Dec.ldngel 6 encourage

to put your arms down, and look at the Baby! Childrends Choir wild!l pro
With joy in His love, 0Godds Wonder ful Plan, o6 at !
Laura G.
Music and Arts Minister Dec. 1&
Concert Band will play in both morning services, and Adult
j Choir will present our cantat
- Tue VIRGIN...WILL GIVE _
BIRTH TO A SON, AND THEY _ Christmas Eve o
WILL CALL HIM Special Christmas music and carol singing

at three different services:

IMMANUEL.

MarTHew 1:23

5:00 p.m (childreAfocused)
7:00 p.m.(Christmas play instead of traditional sermon)

11:00 p.m(traditional lessons, carols, communion, and candle
lighting.)

Christmas Day
Special Christmas music and congregational singingy at

combined worship servid€):00 a.m.

Considering Membership?

If you are interested in becoming a member of Sunrise UMC, you may join by a profession of your
faith in Jesus Christ or by transfer of membership from another church where you have made that
profession. Please see Pastor Tom to learn more or to set a date to join at: thewman@mysunrise.org
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Adventurously Expectant

Christmas is really an adventur
become familiar with the same t
and rightly so, these are good
comfort with the familiar we | ¢
exhilaration, unknown, and con:¢
that characterizes the movement
Advent is an adventurous ti me.
our way, out of our nor mal rout
Chri st mas, we feel t hat our I i
and we have to run to keep up
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stopping, t-aekahgatémestodyieng ¢
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Chri st mas, everywher e yolu vgion.gd tlhned eaeddv eintt ulroeo kosf Ifiakiet h @
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exploring Advent is Godds adventurous overhaul ¢
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Christmas Donderings

(Adventuroucloynt BHxipedt ant

Perhaps Advent is this,
way that we expect God t
and disciplines that ser
|l i ves. God wil |l not vyel
we want to hear God, we
tions and listen for the
in such a way that that
expectation?
Perhaps we can | earn the
0expectantd mothers of
carrying a child within
begin to imagine what an
carrying a child. But |
l'ife (not just the woman
sense of expectatien is
encompassing. ltds all y
your | ife in hope of tha
season is a time of expe
story of an expectant mo
and obedient to Godbés ad
As we enter the season o
ously expectant. The res
God can twurn it upside d
He did when Christ enter
heart, body, mi nd, and s
for God. May we wait in
Son of God to be born in
of God to come on earth,
0Eric Pren
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Godds work is sometimes so
wonder i f heds there or if he
tells us that God works out ©br
l'ives in the dar k, often whil e
about our ordinary routines.

A Christmas tapestry

AChristmas reminds us we ar
are not unrelated atoms, bounc
aliens, but are a part of some
sustains us. As we struggl e wi
invitations, compounded by Dec
is good to be reminded that th
who are worth this aggravation
we are worth the same. Christm
bind us together, threads of |
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dDonald E. Westl a
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The Dastor’s Den

Happy New Year! I k n dowJesus. dsst ag wel agorn D boenes-with
ber and we generally associate the New festive garments, so too we should sweep
Year with January. However, another im- through our souls to root out the dirt of sin.
portant <cycle or 0yearWe dhauld imake roonh im odr iheagstandS u n -
day of Advent. the Christian Year. We lives to receive Christ. We should prepare
mark time a little differently in the Church. ourselves so that the pay of Judgment

Our oyear o6 runs fr om Awlovnedtt
an important way, Advent is a dual season.
Time seems to overlap as we accomplish 2
very important tasks: we get ready to
receive the Christ -child born in a manger
about 2,000 years ago AND we get ready
to meet the Risen Lord who is coming again
in glory. The Middle Eastern mind could
more easily entertain dualities like this than
we do today. We usually think in straight
lines rather than circles. Our earliest
forbears in Christianity had a different mind-
set. They were led by God to set up a
cycle or oyear 6 t hat wBehdd Whe blkhasipgeEseth awayuagchthet h e

eamsmnpoepaired.lg i a

ctaot cA

major events of faith. They started here new has e ibef in Ghrist he/
with the beginning and the end rolled into she is a new creation Corinthians 5:17).
one. How are you becomi a new creation in
Jesus? H o Wllehhit shining antb aur
With all the focus on gift buying all around heart? As the world Elfelund us goes crazy
us, there is a temptation to think of Advent trying to buy perfect Rsjiits for unapprecia-
as an extended Christmas celebration. tive friends and relati =5, we have the tre-

Christmas is, in fact, a season in its own right ~ mendous privilege of

which begins as sundown on Christmas Eve by born in a stable of
and runs for 12 days until Epiphany on Lord who will come ag
January 6 (Epiphany is the celebration of ing and the dead. Ma
the visit by the Magi or Wise Men). Thisis a flect the gift we have
time of joyful and soulful preparation to May our preparations
meet Jesus, both as the baby in the man- ceive Jesus. May our |

0)ii= ring Jesus, the ba-
hlehem and the

o judge the liv-

r gift buying re-
ived from God.

Ve to fit us to re-

s and our celebra-

ger and as the all grown up, resurrected, tions be an open iiny :bn for those we
Lord of all creation. . ‘ \rﬁeet by qhance and hydesign to encoun-
aneW/’( : person 0. full  Ul'g s

| can remember the rituals my fam |Iy h d\ e manger AND the
for this time of year. The house had to ; '21?

cleaned, furniture had to be moved and \\ ,’
everything was g1ven (arakifdﬂ'
over . 6 These rltuaLs Teut

to the preparation of our hearts and souls// \ it i

' | who is coming m‘/ \



Pilgrimage

This November, the Sunrise youth group
made a pilgrimage to Fayetteville, NC, uniting witg ;4 | 5ves Us and
5,200 youth from all over North Carolina. Wehadr26 o t e 5s Not hi n g You Can Do .
youth and 8 adults make the trip, and had-fllch My trip on Pilgrimage was a blagtis was

weekend of fellowship anq praise.. | encourage y%/tﬂrst year going and | was stunned by the fun and

ask one of them about their experience. We espegialiyation, which touched me this whole weekiend.

thank you for your prayers for safety and spiritual;,y e the testimony, which allowed me to realize the
transformation. This @fftgéo_rdﬂa§matd@a?]dqﬁefl‘fﬁ’ngﬁehgs@vﬁhﬁd on J
message to his disciplg§othdlywds? b tofetimy Epirit sRide ary™ t h e
the truth, and the lifeno one comes to the Father ., ioser to our Holy Lord, but I also had a won-

except through me.  In the weeks leading up 10 Pl | time getting to know the fellow youth and fel-

grimage and during the entire weekend, we explogGdlspin with themDuring worship | felt as if God
what it means to oFol I pw, helif nalitoYer all 5 P18 Bebple inlchbfin T Ut
and Live the Life.o Coliseum, especially those from Sunrise UMC.

One huge blessing of the trip was to be repre- | 5oy 54 thankful | was able to experience and
sented by four of our own in the worship sessionSg,m sych wonderful wisdom, which will be with me
Elizabeth Sheerin, Megan Pearson, Elizabeth Raﬂ?r'%ver. | am so thankful for such a beautiful mes-
and H.ar.1na.h _ Buck, knownsa{goeg’et(p@dd sy PELUTGoLd P t he
offered their gift of singing. As an offertory, they a b o u i was able t see that through good or bad .
sang o0Come, Just as Yoy, Areg ped LPsere{r?‘fﬁi@viséaM-dr{ff"tt P&

communion. The beauty of their voices and powef gl yothing we can do aboutlitvas blessed to

their harmonies led to a standing ovation from aIICome closer to my friends and even the other kids
those worshipping in Crown Coliseum. What a pritviT1 ere that Whatadriehiessing itls oo w .

lege and an honor to have Sunrise represented a9 0 much fun and all for our God
all the other churches in the conference! Ultimately --Madison Barker

itds not about wus as a church getting the spotlig
that yve are calle(_i by God to s.hare some of the b%ul}{h Events
ful gifts He has given us, particularly through the mu-

R . eé;. 4 Youth Group 57
sic ministry of Sunrise Church, all to the glory of God.
Wedre so proud of t hes%ec-%%%‘_tﬂﬁm“%?men, and the enti
youth group, for the way they witness to Christ in Bf- 1 7Christmas Parties in homes
community. Dec. 18Christmas Fellowship DinfieNo Youth

Rather than having me tell you about the Group

speakers, testimonies, worship, fellowship, and fupgc. 24Christmas Eve Services
please listen as the youth put it in their own word®ec. 2510:00 Worship Service

No Youth Group
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